
Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 
Pastoral Council Meeting 

February 8, 2021 
 
 

The meeting was held via a Zoom Video Conference and called to order at 7:15pm 

Roll call

✓ Peter Lando (co-chair) 
Ray Wagner  
Jessica Hagg  

✓ Scott Davidson  

✓ Chicki Rigazio   

✓ Fr. Brian Mahoney  
Father Bassett-Tirrell  

Augustine Tweneh   

✓ Karen Drake (minutes) 

✓ Ellen St. George   

✓ Lori McDonald   

✓ Rob Donnelly 

✓ Beth Jacavanco  

✓ Cathy Latina   

✓ Steve McMillan   

✓ Matthew Kunze (youth) 
Drew Jubinville 
Deacon Brannon Lepak 
John Hunt 

✓ Paul Therrien

 

action items highlighted in red 

Opening Prayer 
Fr. Brian led the opening prayer. 
 
Approval of January minutes  
January minutes were emailed for review to PPC.  Changes were made according to feedback 
provided. A call to motion approval of minutes was not taken.   
 
Merger Updates 
A discussion regarding the proposal of St. Margaret Parish to join the Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 
was led by Fr. Brian.  He provided an updated status to this process including next steps which are to first 
form a committee (this process has started) and then to reach out to each parish for feedback from 
parishioners (anticipates March timeframe). He noted that it was important to not rush the process but 
that the optimal time for a decision to be made would be June of 2021.  
 
Facilities/Projects 
St. John Parish  - No change to ongoing facilities needs/projects since last meeting. 
St. Mary Church - A new architect has been hired to work with the contractor regarding the lift project. 
Finished work will include a new ventilation system. 
 
Financial Overview and Grand Annual 
A discussion led by  Fr. Brian addressed the ongoing Grand Annual Appeal.  He reminded the group that 
he spoke at all Masses to encourage those who have responded to appeals in the past and for whatever 
reason have not done so this time. Peter Lando suggested these people were most likely not present to 
hear this message. Fr. Brian commented that these parisheners would be reached via online Mass 
participation. Generally speaking, Mass attendance is about the same between online and in person. 
However, since online giving hasn’t changed, the shortfall can be contributed to offertory donations given 
at mass. The financial circumstances are a matter of justice and fairness. This is the reason why he is 
trying to encourage those who normally use the offertory baskets to make contributions to the Grand 
Annual. Scott Davidson asked if we could look at a metric analyzing online giving. Fr. Brian asked that 
Scott email Paul Firicano. 

https://chelmsfordcatholic.org/people/lilana-lucas


 
Fr. Brian noted that overall finances are still working, bills continue to be paid on time. However, St. 
John’s will have to go into the Bingo Funds to help pay bills. He reminded the counsel that approximately 
25% of income lost is due to decrease in donations. Peter asked if it would be possible to defer on interest 
payments on the building loan.  Fr. Brian stated he prefers to continue to make the necessary payments.  
He also noted that some parishioners have given directly to the building debt to help pay down the 
principal.  In circumstances like this, the local parish is not required  to share this financial gift with the 
Archdiocese. 
 
Regarding the PPE loans, Fr. Brian reported that these loans do not need to be paid back (round 1) 
Additionally, St. John’s may qualify for round 2 of the PPE loans. 
 
Bulletins 
Scott was notified that not enough bulletins are being printed and estimated a shortage of approximately  
50.  Fr. Brian emailed Christine to increase print production.  Additionally, a request to update the list of 
parish council members in the weekly bulletin was made. 
 
Fr. Brian updated the group with an email stating that:  “I asked Paul for the current principal of the loan 
for the new parish center at Saint Mary it is $645,000” 
  
Gospel  
A brief discussion of Sunday’s Gospel was had by the group. 
 
Round Table 

● Ellen - requested additional greeters and lectors at funerals 
● Lori  - catholic appeal forthcoming 
● Beth - asked, about the hospitality raffle and stated that the prayer shawl ministry would like to 

donate an afghan blanket. 
● Peter - requested that we offer closing prayers for Ray Wagner’s health 

 
Closing Prayer 
Fr. Brian offer a closing prayer for Ray Wagner 
  

Next meeting: March 7, 2021   


