
     Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 

                    Pastoral Council Meeting 

                       Dec 9th 2018 

The meeting was held at the new parish center at Saint Mary’s and called to order at 7:16 pm 

Role call of council members and guests: 

Angie McMaster (co-chair)     Ray Wagner   Jessica Hagg  (absent) 

Peter Lando (co-chair)      Chickie Rigazio    Paul Therrien  

Father Brian Mahoney     Mike Condor    Laura Conte  

Cliff Mann      Scott Davidson    Augustine Tweneh  

Matthew Larson (youth) (absent)   Julie Seitter    Karen Drake (absent) 

Ellen St. George       Lori McDonald (absent)   Rob Donnelly 

Beth Jacavenco                               Delaney Schiefen (youth)       

      

       

1) The meeting began with an opening prayer led by Father Brian using the iBreviary phone app.  

 

2) The minutes from the November meeting were approved.  Angie McMaster then explained what the new 

procedure will be going forward in approving the monthly meeting minutes as the goal is to save time.  Each 

member of the Pastoral Collaborative Council (P.C.C.) will receive the minutes via email ahead of time from Ray for 

review and modification before the next meeting.  All that should then need to be done at the monthly meetings 

from now on is to approve them.  Once approved then they will be sent to Christine Trznadel for posting. 

 

3) An update on facility issues/projects was discussed next.   

a) Mike Condor asked about the tree that was removed from the side entrance of Saint John’s.  Father Brian 

explained that the tree roots were destroying the underground pipes.  He then stated that the area where the 

tree was located will be used to put a memorial for the souls of the unborn lost through miscarriages, 

abortions, at some point in the future.   

b) There still appears to be a rumor circulating that Saint John’s is closing.  As Father Brian has reiterated on many 

many occasions, there are no plans for this as over $300,000 has been spent on repairs and renovations over 

past couple of years.  Even though much information pertaining to capital improvement projects is still being 

posted in the bulletin and on the website, he will continue to hold town hall type meetings to keep everyone 

informed.  Flock notes is another way to keep those who wish to use it, informed as well and can be used as an 

email utility. 

c) Julie Sietter and Cliff Mann spoke about the outdated phone system message in the parish offices.  Cliff will call 

Paul Firicano and will reword the greeting callers hear. 

d) Chickie Rigazio spoke about the church chimes connected to the organs to be played at noon automatically at 

Saint Mary’s.  This will be looked into. 

e) It ‘appears’ a nail company has been putting advertising sign(s) on church property.  Scott Davidson said he will  

go by and remove them. 

f) Father Brian reported that he received a bid of $ 55,000 to fix the lift at Saint Mary’s.  Due to Archdiocese 

regulations he will give ample time in looking for more bids but would like to move forward soon as he strongly 

feels that there will not be another bidder lower than the one received.  An amount of $ 12,000 has already 

been raised to put towards this project.     

 

4) The Grand Annual fundraiser at both parishes was next on the agenda.  The mailing for Saint John’s parishioners 

went out in early November but Saint Mary’s has not been mailed yet.  Father Brian does not have figures raised 

thus far for Saint John’s but the goal is $ 67,000.  One parishioner has already donated $ 12,000 towards this 

fundraiser.  The goal for Saint Mary’s is not known yet as it is going to be determined based upon the cost of fixing 

their elevator.  Over the next two to three years Father Brian would like to put the money raised during this annual 



event into capital improvement projects (painting, electrical, plumbing, flooring, problems with the new parish 

center at Saint John’s, etc).  

 

5) Julie Seitter mentioned she rewrote the description statement with Lori McDonald pertaining to the P.C.C. for the 

bulletin and sent out an email to all P.C.C. members for review.  Father Brian said what they came up with was fine 

and can be sent to Christine Trznadel for posting in the weekly bulletin.  

 

6) Julie also asked those present that would like to or need a photo taken of themselves that can be put on a poster 

and hung up in the parish centers to stick around after the meeting.  Or, if they prefer, they can send in a personal 

picture to her within a week.  Father Brian would like these posters put back up for the P.C.C., Finance Council and 

parish staff.  Julie will handle the P.C.C. and will contact Christine for other groups.   

 

7) Update to the Pastoral Plan projections 

a) Scott Davidson informed the group that the next Faith Formation Committee meeting will be in January. They 

will discuss the curriculum chosen by the publishers they selected.  Father Brian followed by stating the 

February meeting will be to discuss the rollout of this material to staff and teachers.  Then another rollout will 

occur for parents and students via more meetings.  The new curriculum will take effect September 2019. 

b) Father Brian will set a date for the Adult Faith Formation program this week.  He mentioned some mothers are 

interested in forming a ‘Moms group’ for the collaborative as well.  He thought it was a great idea.  For those 

mothers with young children who would like to belong but do not have a baby sitter or cannot afford one, an 

idea for having them bring their children with them and have babysitters assigned during their meetings came 

up. For example, when the mothers meet at Saint John’s, have the meeting in the new parish center while 

children are being cared for in the old parish center.  Obviously, there would be more than one babysitter in the 

room with the children and would have passed a C.O.R.I. background check. 

 

8) Those that attended the Advent retreat led by Father Fred shared their experiences.  Rob Donnelly liked the fact it 

started immediately after Mass on Sunday evening at Saint Mary’s as there was no need for people attending to 

leave.  He said Father Fred was a good dynamic speaker.  Chickie felt it was amazing as well especially when he 

shared some very vivid stories of his life.  A survey was filled out by participants after the retreat.  The response was 

extremely positive as over 100 people attended and many watched via live stream.  Father Fred was very grateful 

by the reception he received from the congregation.  Father Brian will be looking into booking him again for a 

similar mini retreat at the beginning of Lent in March.  If he is unavailable, he will look for another Priest.  The 

question was raised about taping the retreat sessions in the future and putting them on the website.  Due to 

copyright laws, we would need to get permission from the owners of the material (ex: music). 

   

9) Peter Lando began a brief discussion of today’s Gospel.  Many shared their interpretation and feelings.  Ellen St. 

George read a story about a few calls her husband John and her received in the past and the importance of 

answering those calls as one does not always know the direction their lives take but putting our trust in the Lord is 

of upmost importance.    

 

10) Round table discussion  

Peter Lando asked about reconciliation schedule.  Father Brian stated it was going slow but that is expected during 

first week of Advent. 

Scott Davidson asked that we pray for Worcester firefighter Christopher Roy who lost his life battling a blaze earlier 

in the day.  He also mentioned Father Colletti’s homily about showing our hospitality during the Advent and 

Christmas Masses.  Give a warm welcome to people whom you do not know.  If they are ‘holiday’ Catholics, 

hopefully this will encourage them to return to Mass more often. 

Angie McMaster recapped the reconciliation retreat for the 2nd graders which was held the previous Saturday.  She 

also mentioned that the auditions for the upcoming presentation of Godspell started on Dec 9th.  Another audition 

will be held in early January and then rehearsals will start shortly thereafter.  Members of other Catholic parishes 

are welcome to audition. 

Chickie Rigazio mentioned a program presented by the Franciscans called the Wild Goose series while she was 

visiting her grandchildren up north.  In this series the Wild Goose portrays the Holy Spirit.  



Cliff Mann asked if our monthly meetings can start at 7:15 when Father Brian is presiding over the 6:00pm Mass at 

Saint Mary’s.  Father Brian was fine with this and will inform our group ahead of time when this situation occurs. 

Ray Wagner mentioned the December 21st ACTS sponsored event at Saint John’s for the Christmas Movie night 

showing of the Polar Express.  Hot chocolate and cookies will be served. Children are encouraged to dress in their 

pajamas.  This event will also be used as a sock drive for homeless men and women.  Attendees are being asked to 

bring a package of adult men and women’s socks.   

Augustine Tweneh suggested that dress shoes be worn by altar servers instead of sneakers and sandals.  Although 

Father Brian acknowledged that sneakers and sandals are not preferred, some families simply cannot afford dress 

shoes and will not make wearing dress shoes mandatory.  Augustine also stated that the Altar Servers should have 

frequent practice and should be taught  the ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ when performing Altar services. 

Father Brian announced that Liliana Lucas will start her new job at the Good Shepard parish on December 17th.  

Angie McMaster stated that we will no longer have two youths representing each parish on the P.C.C.  There will be 

one from each parish representing opposite genders. 

 

11) List of tasks to be completed prior to next month’s meeting 

a) Review of monthly meeting minutes by ALL P.C.C. members once they are sent via email by Ray. 

b) Cliff to call Paul Firicano about updating the P.C.C. phone message. 

c) Scott to remove advertisement sign by nail company from church property.  

d) Julie to send P.C.C. description statement to Christine Trznadel for posting into the weekly bulletin. 

e) Members of P.C.C. who do not have current pick of themselves with Julie should send one to her within a week. 

f) Julie to handle the photos of the P.C.C. with Christine for designing a new poster.   

g) Father Brian to set a date for the Adult Faith Formation program.  

 

 

Closing prayer was presented by Chickie Rigazio 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm 

Next meeting is currently scheduled for January 6th, 2019 at Saint Mary’s new parish center – 7 pm   

 

We are looking for a volunteer to present the closing prayer 

Respectfully submitted 

 

YBIC 

 

Ray Wagner 


